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Addition Strategies

Adding Zero – The sum is always the other number (not the 0).

Counting on by 1 or 2 – Put the large number in your head 
and count on…

Sums to 5 – What are different ways to make 5?

Sums to 10 – What are different ways to make 10?

Doubles – Memorize your doubles!

Adding 10’s – Keep the 1 in the tens place and put the unit digit 
in the ones place.

Double Plus One – Know your doubles and count on by 1.

Doubles Plus Two – Share a double; OR take one and pass it 
on to make a double.

Nines – Put down a one in the tens place. What is the digit minus 
1? Put your new digit in the ones place to create your sum. 

Change the Order – The sum is the same no matter which 
order you add two digits.


